Protecting Work Areas and Equipment During Construction and Painting











1. Only noncombustible panels or flame-resistant tarpaulins or approved materials of equivalent fire-retardant characteristics should be used. Any other fabrics or plastic films used should be certified as conforming to the requirements of the Large-Scale Test contained in NFPA 701, Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Flame-Resistant Textiles and Films.





2. Sprinklers protecting areas being spray-painted should be protected against overspray residue so that they will operate properly in the event of fire. If covered, cellophane bags having a thickness of 0.003 in. (0.076 mm) or less, or thin paper bags shall be used. Use of aluminum foil is not acceptable. Sprinklers that have accidentally been painted or in some way coated must be replaced with new FM listed sprinklers having the same characteristics. Sprinklers should be covered just prior to painting and then the coverings should be removed immediately after the spraying is completed.





3. All portable combustible materials should be removed from the project area. Fixed equipment may be covered as noted in item #1 above.





4. The contractor should have a portable fire extinguisher available in each work area and situated for emergency use without removing or cutting through temporary curtains, coverings, enclosures, etc.





5. Fired, heat producing, and other building and process equipment should be shut down and locked/tagged out before being covered with protective coverings. This could include motors, transformers, and light fixtures.





6. NFPA 241, Standard for Safeguarding Construction, Alteration, and Demolition Operations is the appropriate reference standard. 
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